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PASTOR COOPER
F R O M  H I S  M I N D  T O  Y O U R S

THE NALC DESCRIBES ITSELF
as a “Great Commission” church. This of course means that we are committed to the
command our Lord Jesus gave his Church; “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing the in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20 ESV)
Since the formation of the NALC there has been a strong emphasis on discipleship.
Our former Bishop John Bradosky, consistently emphasized his hope that the NALC
would not just talk about discipleship but live as disciples.
     Recently I signed up to attend the NALC Pastor’s Convocation (February 13-15) in
Orlando, FL. (That’s right, I’m going to spend time in a warm place away from my wife
on Valentine’s Day. I know I’ll pay dearly for that!) After sharing my plans with one of
you, I was asked a question that I’ve been pondering for weeks.

“Aren’t you already a disciple? Aren’t we all (Christians) already disciples?”
Biblically speaking, a Christian is someone who has placed their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ (John 1:12). A Christian “belongs to Christ” and is daily being transformed into
the likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).
     Do you realize Jesus used the term disciple but never Christian? The first use of the
word Christian is found in the book of Acts: “The disciples were first called Christians
in Antioch” (Acts 11:26). Most Bible scholars agree that it is unlikely the believers
themselves thought up the name “Christians.” The early church had other names for
themselves, such as “disciples” (Acts 13:52; 20:1; 21:4) and “saints” (Romans 1:7; 1
Corinthians 16:1; Ephesians 1:1) and “brothers” (1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Peter 3:8).
     The name “Christian,” meaning “belonging to Christ,” appears to have been
invented by those outside of the church. It was most likely meant as a derogatory
term. In 1 Peter 4:16 we read; “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.”
     The word “disciple” in the New Testament means more than just “student” or
“learner.” A disciple is a “follower,” someone who adheres completely to the teachings
of another, making them a way of life. Jesus’ followers were called “disciples” long
before they were ever called “Christians.” Their discipleship began with Jesus’ call and
required them to exercise their will to follow Him and live His way of life.
     Jesus himself explained that discipleship requires a totally committed life: “Any of
you who does not give up everything cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). Sacrifice is
expected: “Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me’” (Matthew 16:24).
     Not all of Jesus’ followers were able to make such a commitment. There were many
who left Jesus after a while. “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no
longer followed him” (John 6:66).
     While all disciples of Jesus can be called Christians, I’m not sure all Christians can
be called disciples. 
     I’m grateful for the opportunity to gather with other believers in Orlando to reflect
on who we are called by Christ to be. Above all, my will is to do that of God; Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen
     P.S. Plan to hear more about the NALC’s Life-to-Life Discipleship
(https://nalclifetolife.org/) when I return from Orlando. You can also learn more about
the conference at https://disciplelife2020.org/
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O p e n  t o  a l l  w o m e n

A WORD TO THE WOMEN
Stewardship News:  Although we wil l  not be meeting in February, al l
donations are appreciated so wil l  be able to continue making kits this spring.
     Supplies need for Personal Care Kits are: soap, bath towels, wide-toothed
combs, adult tooth brushes and fingernail  cl ippers. Supplies needed for the
school kits are: wide ruled spiral notebooks, crayons, blunt end scissors,
rulers, pencils,  ballpoint pens, erasers and pencil  sharpeners.
     If  you purchase any of the above items, please place them on the bench
downstairs, outside the north sewing rooms.  Money donations may be left in
the office or with Diane Middleton.
     Thank you for your continued support and caring about the North
American Lutheran Church missions and the Lutheran World Relief.

DATES TO REMEMBER
General Meeting:  Thursday, February 6th at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Guest speaker wil l  be Craig Carlson, Crossroads in Goldfield
Hostess: Diane Middleton
Stitching for Others:  Wednesday, February 12th & 26th at 1 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall  (Reminder:   I f  school is cancelled we wil l  not sew.   We want
everyone to be safe.)
Stewardship:  NO MEETINGS
Bible Study:  Thursday, February 20th at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Leader: Arl is Sorenson
Lenten Lunch: Thursday, February 27th at 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Jeanine Reichter & Joann Nelson, chr.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Food Pantry:  Pasta, pasta sauce, canned veggies
Shopping cart in front lobby, all  year round.
Mission of the Month: Riverside & Ingham/Okoboji Bible Camps
Place donations in the wooden box in the sanctuary.

Linda Spang ler ,  ELCW Pres ident
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L O V E  I S  P A T I E N T ,  L O V E  I S  K I N D .  I T
D O E S  N O T  E N V Y ,  I T  D O E S  N O T  B O A S T ,

I T  I S  N O T  P R O U D .  I T  D O E S  N O T
D I S H O N O R  O T H E R S ,  I T  I S  N O T  S E L F -

S E E K I N G ,  I T  I S  N O T  E A S I L Y  A N G E R E D ,
I T  K E E P S  N O  R E C O R D  O F  W R O N G S .

B I R T H D A Y S
1 – Cody Mickelson
2 – Sydney Haugland, Bill Baker
3 – Terry Kist
4 – Marilyn Sampson
5 – Taylor Stockdale
6 – Tim Chelesvig        
7 – Shari Houser, Mary Lerdal, Margieann
Voss
10 – Scott Christopher
11 – Mary Jane Derschied, Kent Spangler
13 –Tim Knutson
14 –Tom Jorgensen 

15 – Jordan Harding, Kayla Jorgensen, Paul
Wright
19—Joann Nelson
22 – Evelyn Chelesvig, Margaret Sundberg
23 – Lyle Larson,  Thomas Matthes, Lora
Thompson
25 – Sharon Johnson, Daniel Lesher, Shirley
Olson,  Steve Woodbeck
27 –  Randy Wooster 
28 – Courtney Brooks (Jacobson),  Joan
Knutson, Briauna Mingus

Baptisms: 0           Weddings: 1           Funerals: 1

P A S T O R A L  A C T S

C H U R C H  A T T E N D A N C E  R E P O R T

January 5

January 12

January 19

January 26

Date

98

70

44

83

11

7

N/A

11

$6,820

$2,857

$648

1857

A.M. P.M. Stewardship

Monthly Operating budget for 2020 is $14,774 ($3409.00 per week)

Yearly Mission budget for 2020 is $14,000 ($269.00 per week)



Happy New Year! As we move into 2020
and look forward to what the coming year
holds for us in the NALC, it is exciting to
think about the plans God has in store for
our future, especially in light of the ways
He has led us in the past.
 
We are now in our 10th year as a
denomination, coming to the close of our
first full decade as a church body.
Considering how the NALC began - with a
vision for one day growing to more than
100 churches and now finding ourselves
with more than 430 congregations, strong
and still growing - it is a living testimony to
the grace of God and the power of the Holy
Spirit that our witness to the Gospel has
been used as it has to build and grow
Christ's Church.
 
In my first three months as bishop, I have
had the opportunity to gain a good
perspective on where we have been in our
past, where we find ourselves today, and
what we face as some of the challenges and
opportunities for our future.
 
There is no question that we are well
positions to continue bearing fruit from the
many good seeds that were planted in our
early years. There is also no doubt that we
have a lot of hard work yet to do as we find
ourselves in a world in which the name of
Jesus is not as welcomed as it once was.
 
To think that the path in front of us will be
easy is neither honest nor wise. The
deceiver is alive and well and has no other
purpose than to distract and dissuade the
Church. We need to keep our eyes open
and on Jesus and make full use of the
armor we have been given (Ephesians 6:10-
18).
 
Nonetheless, as we enter this new year and
as we look to our future, we not only follow
the one who is "the same, yesterday and
today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8), but we
place our trust in the God "who is able to

 do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine" (Ephesians 3:20 NIV). It is with
that hope and in that promise that I am
truly excited about and encouraged by
where and how, I believe, God will
continue to lead.
 
In conversation with our staff, leadership
teams and our deans, we are well into the
process of developing a 2020 Vision for
our future. The vision will be consistent
with the four Core Values we have in the
NALC, and with the Great Commandment
(Matthew 22:37-40) and the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) we have
been given and entrusted with by Christ.
 
It will also be a vision that will continue to
stretch our pastors and mission districts to
work together for common goals and that
will challenge all of us, in even greater
ways, to take faith steps in our individual
and collective callings to follow Jesus. The
plan, as mentioned in last month's
newsletter, is to share the vision with our
pastors at the Ministerium portion of the
DiscipleLife 2020 Conference in Orland,
Florida, in February, and then to rework
and revise it for presentation at the 2020
NALC Convocation in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, in August.
 
The 2020 Vision is designed to set a path
for the next four years, giving direction to
what we will be doing in the years ahead.
The vision has 10 components, recognizing
that the challenges we face and the future
God has given us will take work and energy
on a variety of levels.
 
The vision priorities include, among other
things, a continued emphasis on
discipleship and disciple making, an
intentional and expanded focus on
outreach efforts and mission starts, a
commitment to pastoral support for all our
congregations, and a renewed and...
 
continued on page 8
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NOTES
I m p o r t a n t

CHURCH COUNCIL
The church council  met on Tuesday, January 21.    
Vacation Bible School date has been set -    July 27-30.   We again wil l  be having Riverside
Bible Camp leading the Bible School.   We are opening it up to the community again. 
More information wil l  be coming as we get closer to summer.   Mark your calendars now
for the dates!
The Sound/video/power point was discussed.  We are in need of volunteers to help run
these on Sunday morning.   They are all  an important part of our worship and reaching
out to others.   If  anyone is wil l ing to learn please contact Alan Linn or Linda Spangler at
the church office.
Youth Ministry sponsored the lock-in the end of December.   It  was well  attended and
they are planning the next event.  
Parish Fellowship has set the date of Feb 9 for the Annual Hot Beef Sundae Supper. 
Serving wil l  be from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.    Free wil l  offering.   Council  members are being
asked to help.

REMINDERS
Sunday Morning Services:  Please consider signing up to help us on Sunday mornings. 
We can always use Lectors & Greeters as well  as someone to help with the Coffee
Fellowship.      Sign up for Lector & Greeter on the sheets in the Narthex and for Coffee
Fellowship, sign up on the sheet by the serving windows.
 
Help Needed:  Each Sunday it takes 2 to 3 people to sit in the balcony and run the
sound system, power point and video.   None of these are difficult to learn to do.    Each
of these are an important part of our service. The video is shown on cable tv each
Monday night.   Many of our shut-ins and others in the community rely on us getting the
video to the l ibrary to be show.  It  is their l ink to the church.       The power point has 
the service on it.    There is no way to get all  of it  printed on the bulletin.      And the
sound - can you imagine not having the mics work l ike they should be?       We are
needing some new and wil l ing helpers.   Some of those running these have been doing it
for more than 20 years, they would l ike a break or even some extra help.    If  we could
get more people involved it would not be a big task for anyone - if  8 people would be
will ing to help we could set a schedule that would involve doing it once a month, not
every Sunday!    Couples – you could both sign up to learn and we could put you on at
the same time.  If  you are wil l ing to learn, please check with Alan Linn or Linda
Spangler.   We wil l  get a training time set up.

Have  something  to  share?  Emai l  i t  t o
ege lc@go ld f i e ldaccess .ne t



F A M I L Y - F R I E N D L Y  E V E N T S
Hot Beef Sundae Supper
Sunday, February 9
5-7 p.m.
Free will donation. Proceeds will go towards
our missions.

"I only want a peanut butter sandwich!"
Tuesday, February 25
6:30 p.m. at Wright County Extension Office
Strategies that hinder or encourage new
foods for picky eaters
$10 registration fee due by February 21

We LOVE Eagle Grove
Thursday, February 20
5-7 p.m.
14% off select items, themed window
displays and other promotions

First Friday Coffee Break - Grammas' Attic
10-11 a.m. at 209 W. Broadway
Open House coffee and coversation

Thank You
Thank you very much to everyone who

sang in our Christmas choir.  It is always

wonderful to hear you.

Thank you also to Ella Jensen & Emily

Dawon for the prelude music and to Justin

Sampson for playing the trumpet.  We

appreciate all of you sharing your musical

gifts. ~The Worship – Music Committee



...refocused energy on the development of
our North American Lutheran Seminary
system and the recruitment and training of
the next wave of pastoral leaders coming
up through our partnering seminaries.
 
In developing our vision, I am fully aware
of the fact that with every vision comes the
inherent danger that the words will ever
translate into action. It is easy to put a
vision on paper and to think and dream
about what might happen in the years
ahead. It is not so easy to put a vision into
action and to plan and work in
implementing and carrying it out. Our
challenge will be, once our vision is set, to
continually be working together to revise,
revisit and recommit ourselves to it, until
the vision we have on paper becomes a
reality in the life we live together.
 
The same is true when it comes to our faith
walk with Jesus, and the relationship
between the theology we profess as
believers and the life we choose to live as
followers of Christ. It is one thing to say
and believe that "God has first place" and
"Jesus is Lord." It is a different thing to give
Him first place and allow Him to be Lord
of our lives. Unless, and until, our faith
leads to action, then our discipleship walk
with Jesus is less than what our Lord
intended when He called us. The call we
have been given is one that requires a
response. And the response we make is one
that leads, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, to a changed, transformed and more
Christ-like life.
 
Now, as Lutheran Christians, we need to be
careful that we never confuse God's
justifying declaration - because of the cross
and resurrection of Jesus - with the
ongoing sanctifying work of the Holy
Spirit. We are justified because of Jesus. We
are made righteous because of Christ. His is
our help. His is our assurance. His is the
only hope we have of becoming right with
God. At the same time, the sanctifying
work of the Holy Spirit is taking place
within us until the day we are ultimately 

called home to Him. We are continually
being reshaped, remolded and reworked,
throughout all of life, into the image and
likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).
 
In our theology, we cannot exchange or
confuse the one with the other. We need to
be clear about how we are saved and from
what, and about why we are saved and for
what. We are saved from "sin, death, and the
power of the devil" by the justifying blood
of Jesus. We are saved for following Jesus,
sharing our faith and helping others follow
Him, through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit (Ephesians 2:8-10).
 
In our lives, our theology has little impact
if it never translates into a changed life. As
a denomination, our vision has little effect
if it never moves us to true and real action
steps.
 
As we move into this new year, look back
on where we have been, and as we consider
our future and vision together about where
we believes God will lead, let us not lose
heart and grow weary, but always and
forever fix our eyes on Christ (Hebrews
12:2-3).
 
I look forward to this coming year and to
sharing and working together on our 2020
vision.
 
In His name, Bishop Dan

CONNECTING FAITH & LIFE CONT'D

Number: 515-448-3697


